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Liver disease

The following plasma analyte values were those of a jaundiced, unwell, 14-year-old boy. On the
day prior to the development of jaundice he noticed that his urine was dark and frothy.

Plasma Urine

TProt 77 g/L (60-85) Bili +ve (-ve)
Alb 44 g/L (30-50)

ALP 150 U/L (30-120)

ALT 4000 U/L (<35)

Bili 98 umol/L (<20)

Comment:

These are the typical clinical and biochemical features of acute infectious hepatitis (jaundice
associated with very high plasma resident of a boarding school where there were a number of
proven cases of hepatitis A.

CPD Questions:

1. Why was the boy’s urine ‘dark and frothy’?
2. What further investigations can be performed to confirm the diagnosis?
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